Section 1

Just like

and the rain started.

Now its my turn
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James 517
Elijah was a man just like us. He
prayed earnestly that it would
not rain, and it did not rain on
the land for three and a half
years.

James 5:17

Elijah was a man just like us —
with one difference. At the start
of 1 Kings 17 he prayed that
there would be no more
rain on the land. And
there wasn’t — Elijah
went through a number
of adventures where God
answered his prayers in
the most outstanding
ways. Finally, after Elijah
had brought Israel back to
the LORD, he prayed again,
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to do it.

But the Bible says he was a man just like us
— and the experience of Christians today
who have learned to pray earnestly in the
way Elijah prayed is that God is still willing
answer prayer in the most oustanding
ways, if only we are willing to ask.
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Route map

Learning to pray — like Elijah — can be
and should be the most amazing adventure
in the world today. The door stands open —
all we need to do is enter Gods world of liv-
ing by prayer This series — Project Elijah
— is about learning how, and beginning

How fo have a prayer
diary.

Take a notebook

rite down your prayer
request.

In a separate column
write down the date
you started, and leave
a column blank for
the date it is answered.
Pray daily — until you
get an answer
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John 1413

dnd I will do whatever you ask

in my name, so that the Son may

bring glory to the Father 14

You may ask me for anything

in my name, and I will do it.
John 1413
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James 1:5

If any of you lacks wisdom, he

should ask God, who gives gen-

erously to all without finding

Fault, and it will be given to him.
James 1:5
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But what |
it doesn’t?

Route map
Jesus says that if we ask for any- Christian who wants to learn to pray has to
thing in faith, and don’t doubt face up to — when we pray in complete
as we ask, then it will be faith, we run the risk of having owur faith
done for us. destroyed if God doesn’t answer
So what would happen if  Better not to pray then? Rubbish. God _is_
we really did ask for faithful. But we don’t discover that until we
something in faith — really pray. Up until then, we are half in the
and it didn’t happen. dark, half believing that God would answer
Wouldn't that prove that  us if we only really trusted him, and half
God wasn't listening, or afraid that he wouldn't.
that he had broken his But what if we are praying for something
promises? God doesn’t want us to have? Well, God has
Yes, it would. plenty of ways of leading us to pray differ-
This is something every ently. But we must _start_ praying.

Now it§ my turn et
its not wanting
desperately
its not using the right
words and doing the
right things
its not getting into
an emotional state
it is:
confidence that flows
from God to believe

oL e 082 Leae, g0 M
o Learn Me @@ne o Learn M€ ° ‘gl’ 1 me © Learn me °® Lea{;{zwﬂ ZZe }&m oo Lé&?féﬂy}% )
2 v
ikl e g:)’fst?z‘:nf 5202 :s able to do
“I tell you the truth, if anyone Acts 167

immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to
his power that is at work with-
in us, to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for
ever and ever! Amen.

says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw
yourself into the sea, and does
not doubt in his heart but
believes that what he says will
happen, it will be done for him.
Mark 11:23

When they came to the border of
Mysia, they tried to enter
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus
would not allow them to.

Acts 167



What do
ou expect?

Question: What did Elijah expect
when he said there would be no
rain for three years?

Answer: He expected that it
wouldn't rain.

Question: What do most
Christians expect when
they pray? Answer:
Nothing very specific.
The difference? Elijah had
learned some of what it
meant to trust God. To pray
in the way Elijah prayed (and
the way Jesus prayed) we need

Now its my turn
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Matthew 17:20

Uesus said] “I tell you the truth,
if you have faith as small as a
mustard seed, you can say to
this mountain, ‘Move from here
fo there’ and it will move.
Nothing will be impossible for
you

Matthew 17:20

1Samuel 14:6
Jonathan said .. ..
hinder the LORD from saving,
whether by many or by few!
1Samuel 14:6
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to learn to ask specifically. Sometimes
being specific means we immediately stop
praying for it — we can see theres a rea-
son why God wouldn’t want it to happen.
But usually, it is the beginning of putting
it before God and learning to expect Him
to keep His promises.

We know two important things about God.
He is completely just, and He is completely
loving. There are many things we can ask
for — almost demand — b ecause God has
promised them. And He never breaks His
promises. Other things we can ask for
counting on his love towards us.

How to boost your
expectations:

1) Read the Bible - see
what God has done in
the past

2) 4sk older
Christians about how
God has answered
their prayers

3) Write down and
remember each time
God answers you
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Psalm 27:3

“Nothing can

Psalm 27:3

Though an army besiege me, my
heart will not fear; though war
break out against me, even
then will I be confident.
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Section 4

Keep on
keeping on

. Route map
Nobody can explain this week’s him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against
point better than Jesus... my adversary.
“For some time he refused. But finally he
Luke 181-8 said to himself, ‘Even though I don't fear
Then Jesus told his disci-  God or care about men, 5 yet because this
ples a parable to show widow keeps bothering me, I will see that
them that they should she gets justice, so that she won't eventually
always pray and not give wear me out with her coming!’”
up. 2 He said: “In a cer- And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust
tain town there was a Jjudge says. 7 And will not God bring
Jjudge who neither feared  about justice for his chosen ones, who cry
God nor cared about men.  out to him day and night? Will he keep put-
3 And there was a widow in  ting them off? 8 1 tell you, ke will see that
that town who kept coming fto  they get justice, and guickly.
Now it§s my turn Kooping o
' keeping on:
It can help to:
Keep a prayer diary
(see week 1)
Fix a time and place to
pray daily — even if
its only five minutes.
You need to:
Recognise that God
really is in control
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2 Timothy 1:3 Luke 181 1Thessalonians 3:10
I thank God, whom I serve, as Then Jesus told his disciples a Night and day we pray most
my forefathers did, with a clear parable to show them that they earnestly that we may see you
conscience, as night and day I should always pray and not give again and supply what is lack -
constantly remember you in my up... [parable of the unjust ing in your faith.
prayers. Jjudgel 1Thessalonians 3:10

2 Timothy 1:3 Luke 181
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The Lords prayer — its something  achieve this. ‘Give us today our daily
to say, but its more than that.  bread...’ is about trusting God for our daily
When Jesus taught it, he said needs and then _putting _them_ _aside_ as
‘When you pray...’ we begin to pray. Forgive us our sins, as we
‘Our Father in heaven...”  forgive those who sin against us’ is about
means we need to get coming clean before God — and giving wup
straight who God is. any bitterness or revenge fowards others.
‘Hallowed be your ‘Do not lead us into the time of trial... but
name...’ is about our atti- deliver us from the evil one’ is about steer-
tude — that God should  ing our course away from evil, and ask -
be known as holy. ‘Your ing Gods help to do this.
kingdom come... your will  These aren’t just words — they have to be
be done’ means committing heart-attitudes, or else they are useless. And
ourselves to serving God to with that sorted, we are ready to really pray.
: , Remember:
Now its my turn ot Pt
Commit to doing His
will
Trust Him for what
you need _before_ you
start praying
Get straight with God
about any sin in your
life
Forgive others
Steer away from evil
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Matthew 67 Matthew 6:25
And whe.n you. pray, do not keep ~ “Therefore I tell yo-lt, do not Matthew 6:33
on babbling like pagans, for worry about your life, what you But seek first his kingdom and
they think they will be heard will eat or drink; or about your e ' i
. . his righteousness, and all these
because of their many words. 8  body, what you will wear Is not things will be given to you as
Do not be like them, for your life more important than food, Well '
Father knows what you need and the body more important Ma tihew 6:33
before you ask him. than clothes? ‘

Matthew 6:7 Matthew 6:25



Section 6

Whats it

veally about?
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Why do we pray? prayer — and does this mean that his plans
Whats it veally about? are open to change — or are we just influ-
Are we coming to God with  encing our own attitudes? And, if so, why
a shopping list because its pray at all?
cheaper than going to What about unanswered prayer?
Asda? All of these questions have been put and
Is prayer a Christian defended by Christians in the modern world.
alternative to worry or
stress management tech- At the end of the day, prayer faith, and com-
nigues? plete dependence on God go hand in hand.
Is it more than a way of  Learning to trust God is more important
coming to personal peace  than any of the things we actually might
about a problem? _do_ for him or he might _do_ for us. But
Do we influence God through prayer is real, and it veally works.
Now its my turn
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Hebrews 11:6
And without faith it is impossible 1Thessalonians 5:16-18 John 141

fo please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he
rewards those who earnestly
seek him.

Hebrews 11:6

Be joyful always; 17 pray con-
tinually; 18 give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is Gods
will for you in Christ Jesus.
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1Thessalonians 5:16-18

“Do not let your hearts be trou-
bled. Trust in God; trust also in

John 141



